ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

holders. Not only so, but they attacked those who
believed that slavery would disappear gradually
or should be removed by slow stages. They
favoured immediate and total abolition, 'No
union with slave-holders' was to be their watch-
word. They were prepared to sacrifice the
American Union for abolition if that were
necessary,

Illinois, lying to the north of the Mason and
Dixon line, and carved out of the North-West
Territory, had been admitted into the Union as
a free state, and, in spite of an attempt in 1822-3
to change the situation, it remained free. But
many of the people of Illinois had come from
Kentucky and favoured slavery. The great,
majority were opposed, at any rate, to Aboli-
tionism. Indeed in November 1838, at Alton,
Illinois, an Abolitionist, Elijah Lovejoy, was
killed by a mob for persisting in printing an
anti-slavery newspaper. In March 1837, how-
ever, the legislature of Illinois had passed a
series of resolutions 'highly disapproving aboli-
tion societies' and holding that 'the right of
property in slaves is secured to the slave-holding
states by the Federal Constitution/ There were
only six dissentients to the resolutions; two of
them caused to be entered upon the Journals
of the House a protest against the resolutions,
and one of these two was Abraham Lincoln*

The protest was not extreme. It was phrased
reasonably arid it took up a moderate position.
40